
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 18, 2020 
 
 
Dear School District 189 Staff, 
 
On behalf of the School District 189 Board of Education, I want to extend my sincere gratitude 
for your courageous service to students and families during these challenging times. We have 
been able to move with great speed in providing services to students and families thanks to your 
commitment, compassion and diligent efforts.  
 
I am proud of the response made by my cabinet, leadership team, principals, teachers and 
appreciate their leadership, creativity and flexibility. Many hours have been spent by teams and 
individuals for planning, monitoring, and adjusting to this crisis. All this work has been done with 
the best interest of our students at the forefront of every decision. Here is a brief highlight of 
some of our outstanding work: 
 

 With the assistance of Illinois Central, Chartwells and numerous district staff, thousands 
of meals are being provided daily to our students.  

 Teachers and leaders have dedicated numerous hours to rapidly provide learning 
packets and online instructional activities for students. 

 The Technology Department, high school math department, Blueprint Math Fellows, 
security staff and substitutes have worked tirelessly to prepare for the distribution of 
chromebooks to support student learning. 

 Staff from the English as a Second Language (ESL) Department are devoting additional 
hours translating all correspondence to ESL families and helping them navigate support 
services during these confusing times. 

 The Human Resources Department is providing constant communication to staff 
regarding how this closure impacts their employment, updating staff addresses as 
necessary and processing new employees. 

 The Maintenance and Operations Department are carefully working to ensure deep 
cleaning and disinfecting of our facilities and equipment so that students and staff remain 
safe. 

JENNIFER BRUMBACK  
Chief Academic Officer 

TINA FRYE 
Chief Human Resources Officer 

KEISA GARRETT 
Chief of Schools 

DR. SHERRY WHITAKER  

Chief School Business Official 
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 The Security Department continues to monitor entry and exit points to our buildings as 
well as go beyond the call of duty to support principals and district activities during 
closure. 

 The Finance Department is working tirelessly to ensure that payroll is processed and bills 
are paid in a timely manner. 

 

It is humbling to see the best parts of the human spirit come together as a team for the benefit of 
our community and students. Thank you for all the efforts you are making. We appreciate your 
dedication. 
 

In order to provide high quality support for our students during these unprecedented times, it is 
imperative that we continue business as usual to the best of our ability.  This requires all staff to 
be on call to respond to phone calls and emails when needed. With that in mind, I also want to 
share that, if you are asked to work, whether remotely or on-site, you are expected to respond 
and fulfill assigned responsibilities. If you are called upon to work and are unable to do so, for 
whatever reason, notify your supervisor that you are using a vacation, personal or sick leave 
day. 
 

Please read the attached, one-page joint statement of the Office of Governor JB Pritzker, Illinois 
Education Association, Illinois Federation of Teachers, Illinois Association of School 
Administrators, Illinois Principals Association, and Illinois State Board of Education. A copy can 
also be viewed here: https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Joint-Statement-20200317.pdf 
 
We are blessed that as of today, there are no confirmed COVID-19 cases involving School 
District 189 students or staff. As we continue during school closure, please use caution and 
remember to follow the advice of health officials, such as social distancing, frequent and 
thorough handwashing and other measures to ensure your family’s health. Thank you for being 
part of the East St. Louis School District 189 team. We will continue to empower excellence 
during these challenging times. 
 
Sincerely,  

 

Arthur R. Culver, Superintendent 
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